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BBUURRGGEESSSS FFAALLLLSSBBUURRGGEESSSS FFAALLLLSS
NNeeaarrbbyy AAttttrraaccttiioonnss 

CCiirrccllee KK HHoorrssee PPaavvii ll iioonn, Cookeville, 9 miles

HHiissttoorriicc DDoowwnnttoowwnn SSppaarrttaa, 8 miles 

VViirrggiinn FFaall llss PPoocckkeett WWii llddeerrnneessss AArreeaa, 8 miles

AAppppaallaacchhiiaann CCeenntteerr ffoorr CCrraaffttss,
Smithville, 22 miles

OOtthheerr NNeeaarrbbyy SSttaattee PPaarrkkss

EEddggaarr EEvviinnss
16 miles

RRoocckk IIssllaanndd 
20 miles

AAnnnnuuaall  EEvveennttss

PPuuttnnaamm CCoouunnttyy         
FFaaiirr  August 

WWhhiittee CCoouunnttyy FFaaiirr,,
September

BBuutttteerrffllyy GGaarrddeenn CCeelleebbrraattiioonn
2nd Saturday each August

TThhaannkkss ttoo OOuurr 
PPrroouudd SSppoonnssoorrss
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FFiisshhiinngg 
Fishing is year-round. Most common are the large and small
mouth bass, brim, and carp.   Most popular fishing sites are
along the lake, below the dam and below the main falls.
Tennessee fishing license is required.  

HHiikkiinngg 
The main 1.5-mile round-trip river trail takes you past four
waterfalls on the Falling Water River.  The waterfalls are 20,
30, 80, and 136 feet in height.  The 1-mile Ridge Top Trail is
very scenic with views down the main canyon of the Falling
Water River.

PPllaannnneedd PPrrooggrraammss 
Park staff offers year round interpretive programs.  These
programs are for adults and children.  Curriculum based
programs are provided for schools and are offered on and
off-site.  Programs are also provided for private groups
upon request and availability of staff.

BBuurrggeessss FFaallllss SSttaattee NNaattuurraall AArreeaa
is located on the eastern edge of the Highland Rim.  The
main attractions are the four waterfalls on the Falling Water
River and the overlooks providing spectacular scenery.
The waterfalls begin near the main parking lot. There are a
variety of waterfalls ranging from 136 ft high to a 20-foot
high cascade of smaller waterfalls.    The park is home to
over 300 species trees and plants and an abundance of
wildlife.  Park visitors can visit the Native Butterfly Garden
located  adjacent to the upper parking lot. 

HHiissttoorriiccaall ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee 
The history of Burgess Falls can be traced back over three
centuries.  Before European settlement, Indians of the
Cherokee, Creek, and Chickasaw tribes shared this region
as a hunting ground.  One of the first white settlers, Thomas
Burgess, received a land grant here in 1793 as payment for
his service in the Revolutionary War. By the late 19th centu-
ry, a gristmill and sawmill were in operation on the river here.
For the growing logging and farming communities, the Falling
Water River played a key role by providing energy and
recreational opportunities.Under protection as a State
Natural Area since 1973, visitors today may enjoy the same
scenic splendor of Burgess Falls, easily seen from the River
Trail.

PPiiccnniicc PPaavviilliioonnss aanndd PPllaayyggrroouunnddss
The park has 16 open sites with tables, grills, toilet facilities
and playground facilities.  The picnic pavilion is capable of
handling 80 people.  The Pavilion requires reservations. Call
park office for reservations for up to 12 months in advance.  

PPaarrkk OOffffiiccee 
Park Office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. central
standard time Monday – Friday, year round.

BBuurrggeessss FFaall llss SSttaattee NNaattuurraall  AArreeaaBBuurrggeessss FFaall llss SSttaattee NNaattuurraall  AArreeaa

                                       


